4g                       THE   TWO   CONSTITUTIONS

England's one experiment in republicanism, and it is
curious that the records of the Philadelphia Conven-
tion do not include a single reference to the Instru-
ment of Government, though its members explored
the history of classical antiquity for precedents to
guide them. Other parallels can be drawn that are of
value as indicating the causes of the fundamental
identity of the two peoples in outlook but that are
too remote in date to have any bearing on their insti-
tutions. Thus emigrants from all the countries of
Europe were impressed with their common American
quality by the eentury-long conflict with untamed
nature involved in the conquest of the frontier. Sim-
ilarly Norman lord and Saxon villein were welded
together and became Englishmen during the genera-
tions in which they laboured side by side at clearing
the forests and draining swamps. But the circum-
stances of the eleventh and the nineteenth centuries
differed too widely for common experiences to have
had similar political effects*

There is greater temptation to stress the parallels
between the American Constitution and the Tudor
monarchy. The Tudor system was born of a crisis
and, as was becoming clear in the closing years of
Elizabeth's reign, could not endure when the crisis
was past. The American Constitution was also born
of a crisis and, as Lincoln so clearly realised, must en-
dure if the crisis is not immediately to recur. Both
systems established a strong executive and in so doing
effected a real separation of powers. The fact is
veiled in Tudor England owing to the unifying au-